RUDOLFH P, KOFN
Memolrs as of Holy Week, 1970

s I, Rudolph P. Korn, p. em., second son of the sainted Rev. Faul
Emi] and Flora Matilda Winkler Korn, was born January 17, 1885 in Kurland,
Rumsia vhere my father a graduate of the University of Leipzig, was professor
of languages. Due to exlating conditions in Russla at that time, my parents
with their three children returned to their native Dresdon, Saxony, Germany.
Soon after that my father emigrated to the United States, coming to Cleveland,
Ohle. Having accepted a Call from the Evangellcal synod of North America
(The German states church), he had his family come to America where he served
a congregation at Ctna, near Pittaburgh, Pa. From there we moved to Terrs
Haute, Ind., whare he had accepted another Call. There, at the age of Ffiva
years 1 began school. In 1890 we moved to Chicago, where my fathar accepted
a position as teacher of languages in the German-American academy. Howaver,
after the Columblan Exposition of 1892, due to a financial crisia this school
was forced to close its doors. During my residence in Chicago I attended
Lutheran parish schools. Socon my father again entsred the active minlatry
and accepted a Call to Princeton, Wisconsin, whers he contacted Pastor Adolph
Hoyer, a minister of the Wisconain Eutheran synod. Following a colloquy, he
was sent to the mission field In northeastern Wis., and the upper peninsula of
Hichigan as "Reiseprediger” which took him as far east as Sioux (Sault) Ste.
Harie into the Canadlan Goo whers he established the first Lutheran misaion.
During his four years In the mission he served about elghteen preaching
stations. Transportatlon in those picneer days was limited and often he had
to make train connections "per pades apostelorum"--afect. WMy brother and I
often accompanying him on a 7-mile trek to meet a train. At other times he
went with the section boas on a hand car.

Salaries were low and expenses high to support a family of aix
children by that time. In order to supplement his incoms father rentad 40
acres of stumpland 1% miles from Hyde, now Bark River, Michigan. Since my
parents had no experience in farming and my brother and I too young to take
over, my father subleased the farm and took half of the products. The other
two farmers took the "other half' for their labor. In Hyde we lived in a log
howe, with limited living accommodations. We had a cow which my mother had
to learn to milk, chickens, ducks, geess, two sheep and a few turkesy which
roamed the territory by day and roosted on the log barm at night. Farm work
was "all done sanually, due to the stumps, We had to walk to Hyde daily for
mail and grocerlies.

This farm ventura proved to ba a dlsmal fallure, my father re-
calved the short end of the deal. At Hyde wa attended public schecl. Also
Sunday Scheol in the rural acheol every Sunday wmorning, my mother being the
teachar of all the 53 chlldren.

From Hyds we moved to Rapid River, Michigan, whare the synod had
purchased a large two-atoried house, which was to serve as parsonage, church,
and school. A large upstairs bedroom served as chapel with a big wooden,
old-time drygoods box as pulpit and an old-Ffashioned kerosene stowe as altar.
The kitchen served as clsasroom for the confirmanda. Hers I recaived my
first year of preconfirmation instructiona. A beautiful church now graces
the place whare the parsonage stood which served its 3-fold purpose. One
incident I recall while living in Rapid River, ls that Theodore Brenner, son
of the sainted Pastor Brenner and brothar of the sainted Professor Fred
Bremmer of tha Wlsconsin Lutheran seminary, had a team of horses which he kept
in owr barn. For the care of the horses my father could use the horses to
drive to naighboring tovns to conduct Services.
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AMter four years of service In the mission flald my father acceptad
a Call to 5t. John's Lutheran church, Slades Corners, Wis. (Kenosha County).
I atlll remember the accompanying letter to my father's Call, written by Paul E.
Sauer, elder brother of the late Pastor Alfred W. Saver of St. Martin's Lutheran
church, Winoma, which was signed az follows: "Ihr zukusnftiger Machbar, Store-
kesper, Fostmelster, Organist und Janltor" (Your future nelghbor, storekeeper,
postmas ter; organist, and janitor). Father was installed there on the firat
Sunday In Advent 1898. 1T still recall the sarmon taxt of the preacher, Tha
Rev. Wr. Jaeger of Racine, conferance viaitor. John 12:32,33. On Palm Sunday,
1899 my brother and I were confirmed. '

) After sxactly four years of service in Slades Cormers, having also
done mission work In Genena Junction, now Genoa Clty, and neighboring towns
acroas the Wisconaln border In Illinois his service was suddanly terminated by
a stroke on the afterncon of Thanksgiving Day, November 27, 1902, having preach-
ad his last sermon In the morning, and officiating at a sllver wedding at the
home of one of the members of his parish in the afterncon.

My brother and I were freshmen at Morthwestern University (now
Northwes tern College, Watertown, Wis.). It was our intentlon to leawe school
and find employment to help mother support the six minor children. Howaver
We wera persuaded to continue our studies in preparation for the holy minlstry.
Wa were assured of support from the congregations of the conference to which
my father had belonged. In the spring of 1903 my mother and four children
moved to Burllngton, Wis., where my younger sister and brother who had been
confirmed found employment.

During my collegs and seminary years I did soee tomsorial werk,
was a part-time shoe clerk In Mllwaukee. Durlng summer vacatlons I worked .
in order to support myself as much as possible, taking whatever job was avall-
able, Including farmwork, attendant for bricklayers, Iin my junier year at
college I taught parochial school in Burlington, Wis., a month during Leat;
in my senior year at seminary I vicared at Towm Auburn and Bloomer, Wis.

In June 1906 my brother and I received our B.A. at Watertown

and [n tha Fall of that year entersd the Wisconaln Synod Lutheran Seminary
then located at Wauwautona, Wis., from which we were graduated in 1909. I
accepted the Call extendsd to me by the Wisconsin Symod asalgnment committes
to 5t. John's Lutheran Church, Surprise, Neb. (Rising City). On July 25, 1909,
I was ordained with my brother in my home congregation at Burlington, Wis..
by my sainted pastor, The Rev. Frederick Soll, at that time president of the
Wisconsin Syond, and Installed on August 1, 1909 in St. John's Lutheran Church,
Rislng City, Neb., by Pastor C. E. Barg, who i3 pow living in retlrement with
his daughter in Tomah, Wis. He was present at my 55th anniversary in 1964
at 5t. Martin's Lutheran Church, Winona, Minn. In my first congregationm I
served as pastor, teacher, etc., st a salary of $400 per year, plus frea fusl
(corn cobs) and feed for our team of horses, and chickens., April 18, 1910 I
was umnited in holy wedlock with Miss Estells Schroeder of Watertosm by the
salnted .Fev, F. H. Eggers at St. John's Lutheran Churchs Watertown, Wis.
Seven children were born to this union, four daughters and three sons, of

whom two sons dled Ln early infancy. Those living are: Lucllle, Mrs. Verl
* Jefferies, Durango, Colo.; Elda, Mrs. Edgar Lushmann, St. Charles, Minn.;
Janice, Mrs. !larion Kelly, Albuguarque, N.M.; B/N/S Kerneth R. Norn, currently
statloned with his Family in Okinawa; and Carol, at home. [ also have aix-
teen grandchildren and flfteen greatgrandchildren. My wife by my first
marriage died on Auguat 28, 1955 after a lingering illness, leaving ma with a
minor daughter to look after domeatic Interesta. Dua to thess added dutles,
and impalred hearing, I decided to retlre after thirty years of service at
St. John's Lutheran Church, Lewlston, Minn.; In November, 1058 I retired and

moved to St. Charles, Minn.



On July 27, 1969 St. Matthew Lutheran Church, 5t. Charles Jrerved
my sixtleth annlversary with a special morning service and a fellowsh’ ) dinpar
and Open House following. My pastor, the Rev. Norbert A. Reinke, cor .ucted the
service. :

During my more than sixty years of service in Christ's Kingdom I
have served congregations in Mebraska, Renville and Towm Lincoln, Regwille
Comty, Mnn., Goodhue, Minn.; Arcadia and Cream, Wis., and Lewlston, Mian.
After my retirement I served Zion Lutheran Church, Crete, Ill., wmtil Feb.,
1959 and St. Michael's, Fountain City, Wis., July 1, 1959 to Jar. 1, 1960 as
Anterim pastor. I filled in as vacancy pastor in Garrison, Neb., 1912-1913;
Olivia and Damube, Minn., Alma and Nelson, Wis.; Town Ridgeway, Altura, St.
Charles; St. Matthew, Winona; following the death of Rev. H. Backer in 1960
I served as assisting pastor at St. Martin's, Winonma, until July 1, 1967, My
service there comsisted In calling upom shut-ins, sick in hospitals and
Nursing Homes, and delinquents, and preaching and assisting with Commumnien
whenaver needed. During this pericd of time I also served as interim pastor at
Redeemer Church, Winona, 1962-63; and tock care of the preaching services in
St. John's, Town Hart, Winona Co., and 5t. Mark's, Rushford, Fillmore Co.,
1965-66. T also served Immanuel, Lewiston (Silo), and Grace, Stockton during
4 vacancy. Currently I am still preaching for vacationing pastors during the
summer months; Commune shut-ins and visit Nursing Homes for St. Martin's, in
neighboring towns; and conduct services at the Whitewater Manor Nuring Home.
St, Charles; alsc assist the local pastor at Communiocu, and conduct German
services at 5t. Martin's, Wincna.

While serving St. Michael's Lutheran Church, Fountain City, Wis,,
I became acquainted with Deaconess Louisa Mochlenbrock who was serving as

matron at the Home for the Aged there. inited in h Mlﬂ i |
§t. Michasl's Church op QOctober H.“HH? ™ “TEL L W .,_,*-:,*ﬂ 1 ....'

In Septesber, 1967 I organizad an Older Adult Center for active
retirees who meet at the St. Charles city hall council chamber every Tuwssday
and Friday afterncons for sociability, games, and craft, sponsored by the
Southeastern Minnesota Citizens Action Council, Inec., for Fillmore, Houwston
and Winona Counties, with headguarters at Rushford, Minn. I served as host
for two years and In October, 1969 I received a plaque and citation from
Minnesota Governor LeVander as Outstanding Senior Citizen of Winona County.

' The Lord has signally blessed me during my tenure of service in
His Vineyard, for which I am sincerely grateful. T must confess with Jacob:
"I am not worthy of all the mercy and all the truth that Thou hast beatowed
won Thy servant,” Gen. 32:10; and with St. Paul: "I thank Christ Jesws, our
Lord, who has enabled me, for that He counted me faithful, putting me into
the ministry." I Tim. 1:12.

I wizsh to relate a few of my experiences and incidents during my
pastorate in the Arcadia-Cream parish. I received this Call t the parish
December, 1921, and it was atated that I had train comnections between the
two churches. I had no knowledge of the geographical lines between thes two
places, and tock for grented that I would conduct a Service in Arcadia and
then go by train to Cream for the afterncon Service. To my utter surprise
this was wishful thinking. During the winder sonths, (I came there in January,
1922), when it was impossible to make the trip by car (and, by the way, I had
to leave my car in Goodhue until spring), I had to take the Green Bay &
Western to Winona on a Friday afterncon, stay there over night, and next
morning at 6, take the Burlington to Alsa, Wisconsin, where a farmer from the
Cresm congregation would meat oe, then drive about lfﬁidhl across the hill
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atay * a parishioner's home for the night, often in a cold spare bedroom from
which he seoked sausages and hams had been removed and the window opened to
:.].m e ltﬂlphiﬂ at about 20 below. Th- mext morning I would comduct serv-
ices, m-un. ‘every third time English. One family would take me to its home
for dinn'r, and In the aftermoon take me with the children that attended Alma
High Schoil (horde ‘drawn vehicle), from where I took the train in the evening
to Winona, stayed the're bver night and return home Monday morning. Those were
my train mrmu‘rtinm*'*“ﬂuring the summar the distance and fall months the
distance be ween the two churches was 21 miles. In winter and spring in later
~years, when [ was abla to travel by car via Bluff Siding and Fountaln Clty it
was 50 miles, I could"Yeave home Sunday morning and veturn in the afternoon
" and have a Service'in the avening. At one time I served Alma and Nelson as
interim pastor for' mbout'sight months, =ost part during the winter months, a
distance of sik y ‘miles from home, oftines In srow storma and conducting four
Services a Sunda”. Andther interesting incident I recall during my pastorate
at -'lh:ud.il. Wisccsin: St. Olaf Choir was to give a concert in Winona on Palm
Sunday, March 25, 1923, There ware a mumber of Norwegian Lutheran congrega-
tions east of Arca‘ia, but nc train onm the Green Bay & Western on Sundays.
Lar travel at that -ime of the year w3as out. Thess Norweglans wanted to
.attend the concert. Pastor J. H. Wein, than pastor of the Central Lutheran
Church, Wimona, concelved the ldea to have a traln chartered on that Sunday
from Motldiam Junctior to Winoma. A good friend of his whom I had known since
;1 was pastor in Renvil e, Mimn., his native home, gave ms the assignment to
[make arrengements for t:s speclal train. 1 hesitated, reluctant, but finally
.ﬂﬂhd. I contacted the Arcadia station agent and put the propesition before
‘him, Word was received from headquarters i{n Green Bay that we could have the
train for a conseration o® a 5400 guarantee. Since the pastors of the
]'h]."l-l'l,l'.l.ll'l congregations had promised to pay thls pro rata fare to Winona, I
was sure that we would make up the 5400. There were quits a number from
Arcadia who promised that they would pay“their fure even If they cculd mot
g0, whlch was encouraging. ‘nother dark cloud in owr undertaking was that we
had a heavy snow on Falm Suncay morning, and it was feared that many of the
rural people would not be abl. to make it to the depot. When the train
pulled into the Arcadia statico at noon I told the conductor, whom I knew
quite well from other trips to Jinona, how many were going and how much I had
collected. Owrs was the least fire dus to the shortest distance. He then
went through the train again to check. When he veturned he reported that we
wade it. You can imagine what a load was lifted from me. I had guaranteed
the 5400 on my own recognlzance, @1d it would have been my responsibility to
make up the deficit, if any. It reminds me of a story I once heard of a man
who boarded a passenger train. When the "cowdoctor” (conductor) came to him
and asked him for-his ticket, he answered: "My face ls my ticket."™ And,
sald he, "the conductor punched it." My face was my ticket on this wenture,
but fortunately it was mot punched by the conductor. There are many more
Innidlntl I imﬂumud during my pastcrate; however, it would take up too

much space.



