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Missing Young Man Told
ter At Pender That He Had
en His Wife to Vlral‘
ium in Norfolk
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been missing a month, 80
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ERANEST WITMER AND WIFE
 HAVE BEEN MISSING SINCE
LAST OF. SEPTEMBER

NOTE LEFT IN FARM.HOUSE

Husband Rents Automebile In Nor-

his finger, and that
i | ; surprised to find it there. . bad be
] ; Parents of Mrs. Witmer fear  lroln ¢

of Mr. and Mrs. Frnest Witmer, |that she might have bean the vie- and It

1| who lived on one of John Forbes® | tim of foul play. D paveny
tarms between Brunswiok and Ne-| The Witmers were married | The
ligh are attempting to solve.the |about two years ago. Mrs. W the loc
us disappearanca of the|!s about 24 ra old, weighs § second

pounds and is & feet, 3 Inches injaround
helght. Her hushand is 26 or 8fithat sl

years oid, and is rather tall walkin
slander. : 3 _fing bal

Radio station WIAG has. be Acth
enlisted in an effort to locate the fed the
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= 'couﬁu 18 BECOMING UNUSU-
ALLY POPULAR AMONG
?lﬂR'FﬂLK STUDENTS
Increased interest in the art
cougse offered in Norfolk public
schools has brought need for a
R o |, sl el sad st
] [or L] 14
ek, foom h, Buk, .mff&“;; work /#n art will be hindered up:
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: e _ year art de)
IRBM e aing the . o4x. Wit-lot which Maybelle Thompson-Ma-
g:"» 'm“’”“‘m ATorts, - On son 18 the head, sends an exhibit
BAme: any to“t}:a iiﬂﬁ'lilkl ;gt;ﬁu “"in The
entries in this ex: Are com-
telophoned Russ that |, .yion for prizes with art work
: of other schools of Nebraska. As
e e wiek ek
t
acitinrities 18 the disappearance of | SSHooIst Sompetes
prod y  students in such
a 1924 Ford antomobile owned W | sohools as Omaha, Lincoln —and
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jum at Omaha, where Senator Nor- prize.”
{ris will talk. H. G. Keeney, pres- a school must make the; highest
ident of the Nebraska Farmers' |score in awards, Every entry made
unlon, will introduce Senator Nor-|by Norfolk wag glven some award,
whose speech will bd broad- | ranging from first to third place,
r a_nation-wide hook-up. | with a majority of awards in first
number of farmers in the Nor-|prizes.
_vicinity. are t A of the Norfolk patrons
£0 to Omaba to hear |scem 1o be misinformed as to-the

w Nebraska senator, According o |awarding of prizes in public school | |
», Han. | reports. work, school officials sald,  No | W
of

[rvance

work of one child alone can enter
the competition. All entries for

grades. One entry, for imstance, |
paper cutting of an fllustrated
story, might he represented by
work of two dozen children scat-
Yéred over, the, eutire school sys-
tem, it was ted out. This
means, it was said, {hat those
twenty-four pupils helped to earn
the first prize on primary paper

[
ltors in
ols cutting of an {llustrated story.
[L5 A pupil must work hard to se-
s Wed- fsure the honor of having his or
Forrest her piece of ‘work selected for the
t meet- state fafr, school officlals point
Inesday {out. The art department is becom-
kruptey ing unusually populsr among the
m farm- Norfolk students.
3 Lear * Norfolk hikh school art is now
proper- listed with full credit under the
the, CBi . ﬁmﬁﬂ‘“ ldup;;tmem of Nebras-
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Friday,| commemorating  the. . battle of (&Y 8 puplls with special art abil-
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. Evans|ary war. The postai department
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May be in Canada | T
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" Hiet that Witmer may bé In  orjfour

; faround Minnsapolis, Minn., or pos- | ident

thi’ in UCanadae. Several Hj-ﬂm .gﬁ bﬂﬂl'l

Witmer, the Norfolk police Were |

Hu’frf lived in #inada. He also Hved
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' Young Farmer Says

{ body. expected be
| somewhat difficult as & biuﬂ:tt of
i snow

| GIVES HIMSELF UP TO NOR.
FOLK POLICE AFTER SEEING
PARENTS IN PENDER -

| BODY 18 BURIED ON FARM

‘He  Struck
Wife Dead During & Quarrel;
Told Mother Full Story of Crime
Yesterday
Henest \'mmu about 26, young

farmer, wlumu;ly

up to the Norfolk police at 1
o'clock this afternoon and confoss- |

{ed that he killed his wife, Rose,

about 24, on the John Forbes !um
on which they were g, hetwee!
snmmick and Ralizt. mc:

“Witmer, Chief Flynn
him that he buried the bod: of his
aife near the farm houso after
killing her the evening of Wednes: |
day, Bept. 26,

- Searching. ?'cr m

nearly & foot deep covers

Witmer looked tired and ex-
hausted as he entered the police

| station. B-mdthtt!aimad

then mt 10
He brmﬂtd over the liﬂ-
illlﬂthil wlhué declded to go
home and tell his mother about it.
‘Witmer sald :o umnr read the
newspapers an no ope stop-
ged or questioned him. Upon his
;rrtmm in Pender Friday, Witmer
bewspa
tory m{!‘t the mreh hh; msdt

Quarrsied Over Cigarsts
W!tung in ;mmt to Ch

; !

the

&mnmuumm.mhr
@

ax, Witmer asid he carried

gave himselt | ¢d

{police station:

é Mortz when he rented the car .‘m
{ Norfolk.

Iate. Droger sald to his friends.
{ While here on Sept. 27, he rented a

Ford car from Sam Russ, The car}!

[ he traveled in lown and at one time

{ bim over the phone.
About seventy-five 'oemns in.

; ihlt iaa would ;lva 3200 !'ur the Te-

body to a place near the farm
house. About 10 o'clock in the
evening, Witmer said ho buried the |
body in a shallow grave.
Bought New Clothing

When Witmer came {o the po-
Hice station Ho was dressed in new
overalls which he bought with the
pouliry money he  recelved at
Brunswick. He was unshaven and
after he was locked in & steel cell |
by the police chief he lay down on
the canvas cot
» “What are you in herc forl” an-
other man in the jail corridor ask-

“I'ms wanted for o murder in An-
telope county,” Witmer replied.
Witmer had about $1.45'left in
his pockets.

Albert Dreger, tather of  the
mumud woman, declared in the
“f knew it; 1 knew
fit: 1 just knew he killed our
dam:httr 1 knew something was
seriously wrong when he went
jaround using fictitious names”
‘Witmer used the name of Earl

“No, I don’t want to see him,”
Was in Minneapolis

The day after he killed his wife,
Witmer sald he came to Norfolk.

i8§ now at Pender, Witmer sald.
Since renting the car Witmer sald

was in Mioneapolis, Minn.

Last night, Chief Fiynn said he
m!vod # telephone call Wit
mer. Two or three“times later, the

chief stated, Witmer mm with’

cluding authorities ol Antelope
Ycounty, searched the Forbes farm
iast Sunday for a grave in which
they thought Rose Witmer might
be buried. Although Witmer sald
the grave was near the farm hmxm
they falled to find it _
‘Rewards Were Offered

| S o N e
T Q
Rose Witmer, at the time staled

Yeval
| that )
e
phoned mﬁoﬂﬁu here that Wit
:qar wag beifeved to be in a North

Dakota town

Bheriff Summ of Neligh is ex-
poeud to arrive here inte this after-

lope county.
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Thursday rewards totaling $300}

noon to take Witmer back to Anta- |
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[lSHERIFF  SUTTON  AND| Witmer, while beiug held for the
 TWELVE MEN UNSUCCESSFUL arrival of Sheriff Sutton display-
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(JSLAYER TELLS OF MURDER | with a hammer and an Ax. P

¥{ uaving the slayerdocats the grave.|ed his wife a little. .
AL a3y

o

fed a desire to tell everything

frelated in detail the brutal manner|. .,
fn which be crushed in her skulli ™"

; 0 -'Immdodd_ _ tni P&im‘ﬁﬂin o /
; : _ On the day prior to the murder,
te  Using Strychnine, | witmer sald that he went to Ne-
Buggy Shaft, Hammver and Ax to ligh where he  bought somo TO
Kill His Wife on Evening of |strychulne, for the purpose of kil
_ - |ing his wite. ' Witmer sald he
‘ : {didn’t have to sign for the strych-| He
ttempt by Sheriff Sutton of {uine when he bought it. L
; : Eatly in the evoning of Sept. 26,1 ,,
_ by | while the young couple was in
husband, Ernest Witmer, on jthe farm house, Witmer stated
' , thirtoen | that he put the strychnine in some
s porth of Neligh, proved fruit- | beer which he gave his wife. Mrs.
' : | Witmer, due to the effects of the
Sherlff Sutton and about twelve |poison, became- dizzy and went out
; = nd around | on the porch.
“Witmer said he| Witmer sald he and his wite
aried fe after murdering her | quarreled while they were on the
ihe gvening of Sept. 26, but .mh and she kept calling him *a
- of : ' liar.” Without displaying a sigo
erift return- of remorse or - emotion, Witmer|
two hours Jat-{then stated that he picked up &
‘Witmer, Sherift | piece of & buggy sbaft and struck
stton left Neligh Lo return to the | his wifo on the head, knocking her
¥orbes farm for-the purpose of {down. Witmer said he then chok-

tol authorities that! “She pleaded with me nolto kill
is jocated about 400 feet ! her, but I picked up & hammer and} .,

5§ west of the farm house at the edge | sunk that in her skull” the slayer| .
‘jot n cornfield. ot jealmly sald. Witmer then w::

‘Witmer, who voluntarily appear-|his bands spart to show the of:
i at. the "police station| ficers how far he had driven the
hammer into Bis wife's skull. He

five rods|difficulty in pulling the hammer!.
hich the|out of his wife's head. .
_ Hit Her With An Axe :
jooked! Becazuse he thought: his wife |

ding the]“wasn't dead yet”, Witmer, amin |,

failed to Jocate the|without any sign of emotion, stat-{.,

_ od that he picked up an ax and |y,

moan the electric]split the skull of his wife, telling |

Witmer calmly told|how the blood spurted upon his ip,

.- “For Mother. Atier killing his wite, Witmer | g1t
A don't care yet-iny mother islold suthorities that he picked up iy,
he only one I care about,” sald|her body and carried it to & place |,y
slayer. - : . SEE PAGE 8, NUMBER 1 »
s e : : : PRI for
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AIRPLANE GRABHES 1N HEAV- PAR
¥ TIMBERED MOU CARO
COUNTRY. OF CALIFORNIA fess
cmeo, calit., xor. a-m-»m Al
ora] | §ix passengers and U emn l&
tes nt a vum.m mlmmmm I mah -t
. Ber o ware
fon | eriously, when the craft md;} time las
o 2|in the heavily timber . mountain- s :ﬁlm
sent|OUS country twenty miles north- prof ‘no® ligh
@3 | enst of ‘here Jate last night, The wu!au ‘taken against him, ~ | Damage
ary. | piane was flying from San-Fran.| v killed her”, calmly confessed dents wi
rise | cisea from !‘onluld. \Hmm - | slight
mamtmmm bother 1 "‘MN
Blames w.nm Report mm& i turbanet
10%¢ | gan Franclseo, Nov. I~ m ouu‘m:zaw :.“m;;
Lewis Goldsmith, pilot of the West Lo Ashey
143 | Const Alr Trans plane  that ¥ Wanted to m Sl | of Mowt
B
of the a:omvln Y th d
M’: pmwnn ‘;nd been fatally fn-| o5 e Al the ;:m
% | jured. ] / (i brpeaie
§T% 17 Curtis quoted Goldlmllh as hav-| of . Most of them were | tion in,
a1z | 08 mm:ﬁ n faflure 44 n,’:m“ was m u;\‘tolc
455 4o recetve pmpnr ur raports. i Cuiet oy glice er | fled fre
450 |e seny aogér s Golgamith : 008, iy
45" 10 o inth & storm in the vicin: | permitted himself to hh photo- sty M
.. | ity of the acoldent and bad attempt. | Zraphed by the samp p otographier | <4y
00% | ¢ to land, thinking he -had found | Who & little over two jears +
\535* a wife place to coms down lemﬂﬂuﬂo‘mﬁtﬂ mu
The plane was not hdly dumag-| ¥ Joe
Tepo; “1 ulnd to zmma the | ened e
ed, Curtls reported. v i T itmer Sas 1el
i reporter for The 'Nurl. "N’nﬁ were fe
g i g an the phone™. at Ash¢
. |ed if he wanted r message broads | Greenvi
§ Vi : ¢ast, Witmer sald that he “just | slight t
- (Continued from Page 1) wanted it announced over the ra- sc(
oy e e
near the farm  house. About m wol
¢+ Al5clock in the evening, whon the before 6 o'clock, M higher |
? moon was shining, Witmer sald he Sherif Sution and his deputy re- l"\" <
i | piaced hie wife io a shallow grave turned to the police station, llllﬁ::;
| and threw grass over the grave, | mer was told “Iﬁmﬂ!wmﬁ' !ﬂﬂ‘im
YOI¥ | Witmer stated that he bad vo dif- Neligh. and
ORI i oytey- in 5 the grave be-| Both the sheriff and d his d-m the ci
mo-:; causc of the hﬂ‘hg noonlight, were smoking pipes as they wal not aff
sites, | Witmer also told in detali how, s jacket |
fos, | atter killing his wife, he picked up w
o ¢ the things upon which there was

blood, "‘lbOlll & bushel full”,
carried them to near the md;?n

B dumped them {nto_u hole. “1 | S0

et d the biood up with L

4 M‘mﬁ -mr said ife’ ahrew’ away (mer remarked: it 1 had had &1
% luig bloody but took his over: | Kun. T wouldu't be here. AL at the
s sl uon, which thers s o Hetle | moan that Witmer. tousht. of | Feat, |
The overalls and & vine shirt-were | Fuicide. Cassidy
: tound mgelhsr with Mrs. Witiner's | ad m‘i’“‘ ‘: - | was a0
Pr= souking o w-dar o! ‘mater by |  Witmer seemed to be m.vberi o
No. 2 Felativor. vho visited . the home| When Sferift Sutton told | the mut
hard while the wearch vax b‘ing mede | a8 "’l o '“‘"“"’m compan- | e 1qdi
forsthe Joun co cotiple, fons in the jal lgh. He al-| poggo
YT o Sold Some Chickens - 50 asked the sheriff if he (Sufton) | ~ prog
wo. gl efore Witmer burled hix vrhuu Fanted his money,: WAk A fuaw o
e ’m;ﬁ;""ﬁ:ﬁ‘é ‘”:“““,,"‘,3 <hick: | € %t ‘bofore Wikmer was egoprte to, !
o A1t was 6n his return: to. “il farm Mlmntktwlﬁml.nuuv Atsoun
o7 “Tiome: the sinyer*stated, ‘that he | 2410 TABORLer oY The News Ang! stracte
\‘:’,, dug the grave, He told 1f you. e o °'1'1“ and by
AR tyat nrthe-time m itied bls wife | Wore come to Neligh and Il tell | 0 o
gy tie wus wearing a yellqw lugham |Joil, Fivan 40.bome aad-bee. o | ZEvES
Pt :‘r:(a;' n:luomcu BnE Dtack stk : ,,51: ?n'{; e wm,;;‘;l BRriteE m‘
“Witmer stated lhlz" he Wlapt in|Nordsto The

= | iho farm houss that uigh ¢ aftet Witmer ‘stated that, he  merer| gy
S A R R
salen |0 AL e e e f o Tor i untll hig arrival i | 9% e
pHifs 'rm -lurr partly s c,‘", Pender when his brother sho® Tho
BRI |y, whiel hia wite smok him a newspaper and his plcture | jowing
WS cansing Wim fo growe 1o im' and the “;{’fg the search. Les §

At the exient that ho desired to] - ¢ e Murdee Charge

o6 Norfolk policd” that his” wite neve

take hor life, \Witmer 'doos
fehow or smoks. He alko fold the

will hmbaﬂ.? bo fited
mer today hy-the county attorney

i went Lo town but that ahe stole | UT Alitelope ‘county. Witmer told 1
” ;-omthh-g. urlng that he hated “" "”“:ﬁ‘y""“ ce he was ready (o
or U
Aner Siecping in the houss the n:v:; bt oo 7
'?"_l.“ of \?iln‘ 35 W imer, dﬁ:{mﬂ knew her 1o steal {hings or{a brol
it :01]‘!»‘ ~ im o d dm ;::;‘m xmolm u8 Witmer has alleged. Ora hit by
Scott, tarmer T manager of the Nor i 8t
chine and renfeli one from Sam folk §
Russ, giving his . mame . as- Earl Farmers Union store whoat one | award
] M‘:c‘t. “Rn:f. m:ohl'n.u °“ ‘o,‘f'“ time was Mra. Witmei's employer, [or
M ponder here Wilmer loft it be- | 51 e always ‘knew ber to be lion- ‘h"u?:
i3 :‘}m r'}:m!n; L \-ﬂml ta g 'Fnd oger, uncle of Mrs. Wit ::"‘1‘1
himse] »
Ater Vislting his rolalives near | mer. doflared {hat o had never |pald 4
Ponder on the ulghi of Sept. 27, known ':g“ in waoke or Ateal. ;- | ISR
ahjund wolng to x dance” with bla} JORS LS B OO ek ai his againe
e iate g infoyme| 118 attended a danco at King's (of 9n
ity oo e D b o7 | park fn Norfolk. Whilo they wero |lowed
Gieback 1o \,om,,‘ e et riding in thelr car, which Mrs. Wit- nent |
day” s urmdvs,bothwmhmﬂ‘lil
e T ,..“ Mother "nn leld:l;;n‘t as the mehlx':‘c mﬂ &
Since vonting thé cat Witmer | 91t 8 culvert noar Norfolk. /
P [said he had traveled in Jowa and ::':;3 HEBOlon s, Mltmer au f
m ono time was o Mitneapolis, - Albort” . Tather  of the o
;“ over the declared in_the |
mum; -of lils wife Witmer said-he on? ..; Knows it; 1 know
decided to' ko tome' wnd tell his) tl,.l Just imaw he Killed ourdaugh®| ja
I'mllhl‘l’ abont. 1t. * Upon making &1 iov. [ knaw something was serious. Lo\
full confession Witmer was. advis- e when he went around s, inock
cd by his mother to como to Nor-| " fiititious names, pino
"";c“‘f ﬂ'“‘;:"“”;‘ e B ﬁ_m' 1 dow't want tphm im xﬁ
twoen ar 2 o'cloc) r. Dre told his. fri
{Thursday evouning, Chiet Frank v s o Wi
Rall {Firmn, Norfolk, said e recelved Plans_Are Chang gm
it a télephiane call, Upan nu:m'hs Neligh, Neb., Nov. Mpﬂcm g
the call Flynn stated that he heard | The Nows:, mﬂﬂ&uﬂn of Ante-' ¢
{some one say "This is Ernest Wit- | lope lv %, decid: %
mer. I'm coming to see vou ininot to take Ernest Witmer, confess- |- Ak
abont thirty minutes.” Flynu u!d od slayer, to where the o his|
he thought little of  the call be-[wife, whom hg murdered, is buﬂud. ?‘.ﬂ"
ciure he ught. “some one was | for r that'moen assemblod on the{ ]
trying o spoof me” - {Johu Forbes farm mlgm-\uneuea bty
£ In about fifteen minutes Chief | 1o violence. o
. fiym taid Tio" roceived another | Althoush the roads to the Forbes | POTE,
cail, the. parly at- 1no other ond { farm loosted lbmn ﬂllrtnn miies Chi
mrlag"m«mwxmtmho{m& mebogs
won't bo able to ses. you ble, Sheri(t. Sutios when he v
tarday Chist Fignn floft 1his ‘place this morning u-lm.‘
Cieaid that & man saving he was retarn by noon today. The | (jeve
Witmer called, stating. that helghallow 'grave, - er said, is stopp
would see him 2x ;oogll fie could {jncated about 400 feet east of tlief qyg)
et some funch. Then, Chiof Flynn | houe at-the edge of & cornfield. point
stated, Witmer mm me to tell Sam | Wi has made no signed ®).
Russ that he still had the car. “1|fosston, and ‘m‘mm“qg;{; point
8¢ |then called Sam and  told - him |41l after the sheriff Teturns from the| (5,
farm. 1t ol s difter from| g
t Witmer ha told, an autoisy | gng ¢
wiil mnb!x be Mqhn determine | gy,
whether.or not ltrrt fne can bej gy
found in the. : * {Tam
ﬂldund‘lt&mﬂhw;* Hoower Chtie
Fremont, Neb., Nov, idland | yonio
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if., Nov. 3 Al
a!:b v!:o'uwl-wu and the “-W;um officer mlem
of & west afl““ rmz:':dnxm W 1 tain ]
passen, ne were s earth
-enmul.v.r wlnn. he craft emh‘:& time las

ous country twenty ;n'.llu north-

in the heavily timbers . mountain- |,

;%

E

'z |east of hera Jate last might. The
?,:' plane was flying from - Fran.. dents wi
rise | cista from Portland. wlm ) i _ Slight
TS 1 e 51
U Iﬂur Report com! 8 . "1 don't t
o8¢t gan Snmu w' Nov. »:1- thm;_hu'.ll trying to cover a ﬂ;‘:
| Lewis Gortasatib pilok -ol the @w L S st i
4% | Goast Alr Transport pl e ﬁ"."ﬁy‘ S| of Mot
ﬁ”’" crashed near Da Sabla, Cslll' THoon the A
2% | viged C. L. ocal e | e wmm-‘nﬁw o
{of the company, t that none of the ]
g;z leaslneuxe rs had been fatally in- S84 | interrap
b ur i 8o o
{T% 17 Curtis quoted Goldsmith as hav- ., them were | tion in.
gz | 0B Dlamed the accldent on faflure | 488 as Witmer was kept uyMa!q
V3% | 14 veceive proper weather in Chiet Flynn's office. Ve
:f’ e local manager said Goldsmith | About '"“’"“""W‘. Witmer.| fled fre
+ 'h‘cdmlnwnmmhtmmm- photo-
ity of the ateident and had -m-m- sraphed by (ae EAme photographer £hoe oM
1% | &3 to land, thinking he had found "M'm‘ o
Bl sts place to come down o
5% e plane was not badly dxm&r L wm‘ &
e-d, Cnnll ported. was felt
[ i ¢ :r:re fel
ars; i :
% NUMBER 1 o=
1863 s 'uim t
{Contlnued from Page 1) seq
e Te ceived 1
T nu';c;hei !nl;m mni.n" A‘?:\n 10 = ma:qa
(o'l n the evening, whon .
g moon was shinlog, Witmer said he Sherift Sutton and hh «wtr _re- | pants ©
k"l’“ placed hig wife in a shallow grave :mod ia m police station,  Wit- :putm
e ::li threw grans over l.:; m:ﬁ. !. d to get ready to n © uwddm
sl e ine the  srave be- | Bouli the o sherift_and bis the city
“:::i cauge of the bright moon‘{.lm. were smoking pipes as lhl: not affi

ators, [décided to’ go home and tell his

fos, after killing his wife, he plend up

- Learried
mdawmm;m-mu

Witmer alto told {n detail how, | f0

ithe things upon which there was
blood, “about a bushel fall”, d;'ﬁ‘

=

wvuod the blmd up “with 1{“

‘Thu uhur nld Ife dhrew away
hig bloody but ook his over-
|alis; upon wiich there was a little |
Nood‘ ‘and soaked “them “In water,
The o and & lue shirt were

_ |found together vrllh“:ltli ;.he;
ress soaking in a.jar o vn er by
“vho Visited . “home'

couple.
d Some' Ghlcktnl .
xllelm N\'Ilnm' burled his wife's.
he took scme cblek
s to Mwlc\: ‘and sold tl
1t was® On his return: to - the tlnn
liome. the slayer*stated, that he
dug the grave. He told the officers
that at the-time M killed his wife
she wis wi lﬂb giugham
dress, blodmers lnd lack itk
xwlicln 8.

“farm house that uight “aftet
5{.\. “I hated her #o
't buum- me,” Ie

mw
ting his wi
n;n_md‘u di

“ for

take fer life. \Htmer “does ot
“ehow or smoki. Mg ulso fold the
Norfolk polles® that Ma -vrh‘e ney-
©f went to town but that she stole
" mmeﬂ-mg. »uyin; that e hated

her for

After ll(wnlnn in thy house the
ﬂum of Sept. 3& Witmer, dviving *
t ving car, came to Nor |1EVEr
3 Mk. ‘hare Im bu!ﬂoued his ma-

line and rentell one from Sam
Ttusy, giving hiz  name as-
Mortx, Russ® machine
Ponder where Witmer left it be-
fore comiug to Norfolk to give
Simsell b,

After visiting his mmﬂm near
Pender on the uighi of Sept. 2.
and’ golng to a dance” with bis
brother, Witmer went | ta - Siou:
City, mnu which nkee he inform:

=3

car back to .\orrnlk 'lhc next
day”. .

" Told His Mother ¥

Since rontng the car Witmer

. {sald he had traveled in Jown and

at one time m fr Minneapolis,

Minn, I over the

d |while the search vax ulng mede | VA8 Bolng
s [nr/!he ruun'

ﬁunur stated that he ¥lzpt |

Tm llnre;r partly Nlncn cl:nr- e

w0 Russ that he would bring.the | b3

Witmer to put on his
thi

m{c e.
Rld lbcul IZ

wh-nﬂer

amount-
t before W
.od mm the polite mhn. hmr
‘ed to a reporter for The News and |
n.(d. “If you_ want to know -t:{

more come 10 Neligh and l‘ll

you." The slayer
Chiet F‘lrnn to coms and- l‘l mm.
« “So long."” was Witmer's parting |
words to thn Norfolk police.

the
lmow llm; a search 1
made for-him until his lrrlvﬂ il
Tendor when his irmther shotred,
mﬂnrc

‘AT

will nmﬁmam . ‘t Wit
ner. today un :r Aattorney
ol Khtelope S Witmer told

county!
the Mrtoik ’w“c- he wn ready to

Narlaﬁ:l‘rlnndn of Mrs., Witmer
mwi smmhx Y‘Ihﬁ that they
knew her ‘steal things or

tt, farmer manager of the Nor
folk nrmri Unlon store who at ong
time was Mrs. Witmer's cmployer,
::;d he dﬂ):hew har to be hon-

oger, unele o! Alrs. Wit
ted that .he had never
18

-

wile attended a dance ,at King's

rk In Norfolk. Whils lhly were
riding in thefr m. which Mrs. Wit
mer was driving. both were hurt
in an amldut u ‘the machino ran
off & culvert near Norfolk. At the
time, the police sald, Witmer suf-

fored a head ipjury! %
"Al Drp(sil,'. Eﬁatf of
d woman,

. killing -of his wite Witmer said -he!

muther about. it. * Upor making a'
tu!l confession Witmer wn ‘advis-
od by his mother to come (o Lw
folk apd give himself up.
Tetwoen .1t ard” 12 o'clock |
Thursday evening, Chief Frank
ﬂ) Norfolk, said he recelved
pline call. Upon answering

lhe call Flynu stated that he heard
some one say
mer. I'm coming to see you in
about thirty minutes” Flyno sald fed
ne thought little of  the call be-
causs he thought "aom one was |
trying to spool me.
In about uum mh:um; Chiet
ke roeelved another

call, the party ‘at the other end
suying “This s Ermest Whmer, |
won't able to see you™
: yesterday Chief ﬁnn

i e e
Clsald that & man sa he w
Witmer called, stating. that he

usoul.lllurmnd

would see
£et some !nneh. Then, Chiot Flyn
stated, Witmer fold me to Cvll m

“This is Ernest Wit- | lope

’Dﬁlico tiont “L wy%t, Know.
3.1 Just knew. in kifled ourdaugh®
ter: I knew something was sorious.
ly wrong when he went around us-
lng fictitious names.

0, 1 don't want tp see - him.

s Rl

“He al-
(lmw) od

amwlm a8 Witmer hus alleged. Ora |hit

Drexer told his triuds. Wil
Plane. Are Changed * | Lare
Nellgh, Neb., Nov. 3—Special tof B8
The News:, -mrsw«: of Ante- b
-~ coun 1 decided | TSH
not 0 take.Ernest anar. ‘confess- |’ Akt
od slayer, to where the body of his}
wife, vbom h. ‘murdered, is bIriod.
for fear that-men assemb! ; i
|otm Furb Forbes farm might-be netted by
Although the roads to the Forbes| hores
farm Jocated about - thirteen mites | oy
north of Neligh, are almost i sutps
passable, Sheriff Sutton when he (]
loft this ‘place thls morning ex- gn.
pected to retarn by noon today. The | creve
shallow wve, Witmer said, s .
Jocated about 400 feet east of the ‘“ﬁm"
house at-the edge of a cornfield | potnty
Wi hag made no slgned cou- gy )
fossion, and will-not make one un-i ooy
-mnmm‘mn the
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This is Ernest Witmer and his wife, Rose, whom he murdered on

" ithe evening of Sept. 26 following a quarrel in the farm house in which

they were living, between Brunswick and Neligh, Witmer yesterday |
gave himself up to the Norfolk police and made & full confession.
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| PRIENDS OF AMBABSADOR TO
MEXICO SAY THERE'S NO
ROMANTIC ATTACHMENT

Mexico City, Nov. b6—{Pj—He-
ports published in  Mexico — City
newspapers that Col, Charles A.
| | Libdbergh aud Miks Anne Mor-
£ jrow, daughter of Dwight W, Mor
{row, American ambassador to Mex. |
few, will ‘be married In Mexico
“1CHty doring the coming visit of

the famous airman here, were de-
_|nied today in circles close to the

Morrow family,” . 5

The_colonel's visit 1o Ambassa.
idor Morrow will not be mule to
spe Miss Morrow and the eclovel
is not cngnged ta ler, said per-
sons in a position to know, who in
addition expressed  belief  that
there was fo foundation to vari
ong storics 1o the offect that there
Lowas  romantic atfachment.
Colonel’ Lindbergh  was invited
Ljon bis Mexiean  hunting  trip by
ciCol,  Alexander McNab, United
States nilitary  attache on  Mc-
Nab's personal Invitation. Miss
Morrow, who recently was gradu-
ated  from  Smith  college, was
fthen in/ the United States and
knew nothing of the  {ovitation.
The ambassadol also was ignorant
1ot it until after Colonel Lindbergl
1 pted it. Colonel * MceNab
then {ricd to get the am or
« jon the hunting trip also, but Mr.
Morrow could not go, but instead
Invited Colonel Lindbergh to vis-
i 'h!o:ieg City.

NUMBER 1

tContinued from Page {)

1

e R sl

- sluted, hé'lived in the same liouse
with lior, dospite his hatred which
becams  more - intenge - as the'
- muonths went by,

Thought of Leaving Her
Several times in that 1wo years,

leaviog his wife. Last February,
he confessed, he had made com-
plete arrangements to leave her,
but something intorfered with liis
plans and he abandoned them. ]
Witmer, in telling of the mur
-jdeor, stated that hg pever thought
el-'kiilluh?!: wife until Sept. 25,
the day before the murder. it wus

parents’ home in Noffolk.

After separating from the wom-
un, Witmer found a job on a farg
near Minneapolis, where be work.
od & wéek. Witmer sald while |
was gone he went to 3
in  the roadhouses and
thaws.  Upyn leaving Minn
Witmer travelad to lowa w L
EOt @ job husking corn, Whaen the
ralny weather wet 'In and baundi
capped corn husking, Witmer said
he decided he bad  hag enough,
Theii- he determined to give him.
self up. it 3
Last Thursdey he drove Russ’
car 1o- Pegder, an
made a coutession
Then he came to
and gave himsell up to Chief of |y
Police Frank Fiynn, w1 ¢
« .Question His Motive 1
Witmer has repeatedly said that t
he killed his wife because “she |,
smoked ane - lopk things ~dtom |
stores.” This statement is declared
false by rolatives and friends of °
Mrs. Witmer, who say they never 1
knew her tp amoke and that ahie | o
never was known to be guilty of |y
petty thievery, 5 . le
On April 19, 1926, thr day after |y
the Witmers werp married the fol- t
lowing account of the wedding ap- n
peared  in - The Norfolk | Iy
News: : :
“Emest “]}:31"' Stanton, and
Miss Itose* Eer  were Tied
&t Christ Lutheran church of No
folk, Sunday afternoor, the
M. E. Mayoer, officiating. About
relatives and frionds were present
to witness the cvent. e
“Mr. Witmer is the son of  Mr. &
and Mrs, Witmer who live near ts
Clarkson.  The bridegroom s o
progressive young farmer and is | %
woll-known In (the community in ki
which he resides, e i
“¥he bride is the daughter of
Mr. and Mrs.  Alberg Dreger of

Norfolk. & 8 et or
dttended Iy

"

g

g

fE

i
gl i |
to his. ther,
Norfoik: Friday | |

1
fi
Lot Y

- i'
8]

&t
&

"The youug pair was
by George Witmer, best man; Miss o
Viola Dreger, bridesmald; Miss

Reda Witmer, Oscar Dreger, Jack

and Audrey Yogt. . i -
%ﬂoﬂuwia‘h wedding a large | F
recaption was held at the bride’s §|

will live on a farm near | &

4ou u;‘az day he vn:lt‘ ;? Neligh ngﬂ: Stanton.” T

5 |oousht some strrchniue  for the | Ay oo ‘ns the roads are oasily

" . . & &

= [purpose of polsoning her.  |passable, Sam Russ eald he wis |,

After putting the strychnine in going o Pender to get his car, i

i isome beer, Witmer handed  the | . th

4iglass to his wite who, he - sald, | th
took one swallow., “What's - the an

¢ fmatter with the - boer? Witmer
‘stated he was asked by his wife

{ater had swallowed a small
amount, Witmer sald  his  roply
was, “1 don't know . <

" |* When the effects of the poison
% ;)m felt by Mrs. Witmer she Iny

NUMBER 2.

[Coutinved rom Page 1)

s 5 . o
as asked hundreds of political
geuden. _editors, m&' ‘prominent |
men and women in business. andiha

R L N e e

Wi on the bed, wirere shy be. | Drofessional lite, distributed | thy
came sick, Witmer stated. Then, | through all the states, for Informa-|du
according to the slayer, she walk- | tion as to the topies: of campalgn{tio
ed out on the . porch where he |4dlscussion. that have been most ed
struck her over the head with a|Prominent in some particular locsl- | sor
buggy shart, then using a hammer | Itics, The results of this survey, by
®ud an ax to- crush his wife's | Sumarized below, show how the is- | Ho
skl R s 3 s sues have bave cul across party of
'mw;:eu.iuﬁau. what “I'u- did wit&' linu“u'i;m one l::_;h;r. cra
t ammer and ax, Witmer said | mary does urport
he carried. them abott & mile and | 10 lat all of the issues discussed 1
# half down the roa from the|OF to name them in the order of 58

; ifarm house and throw them away. | their importance. Neither does It ]
! " Had Mord" Than $440 . - | attempt to take account of the| et

When Witmer flod  from -the | rawing posaibilities of the Cal
farm home the day aiter the mur- ; Personalities of.the two presiden- it
der ‘and came to Norfolk he had | !8l nominees, a factor which many |t
belween $140 and $150 in money, | informants declared to be increas: S
he stated. Upon his arrival ot the | INElY prominent In- political - dis- | 5
Norfolk police station where he | Cussions toward the close of the |t
gave himself up, Witmer had near. | Campaign. The attempt is merely tha
¥ $2 in change. s ‘gﬂn&?y h_im ?t?ch subjects :::nr;n the

W Russ' prol on, religion the
- Witmer had with him Sam Russ others have ‘fitted into the goner. | 287

B N At e e al pletures Introduced by the rum. i CRE




THOUGHT CAME TO HMIM SIX
| MONTHS BEFORE HE ACT-
. ED, CONFESSION REVEALS

-

NERAL  HERE  TODAY

{Bigned Statement By Siayer Tells
.| of His Wanderings After Hiring
‘Auto in Norfoik, Until He Decids
ed to Give Himself Up

Neligh, Neb. Nov, $—Special to
News: County Attorney H. H.
: 3 : that he

week and that he had : never hwU:n
rs. Witmer. to smoke clgarets, as

"

-~ u__ ”m »
t on the 1ith ot April, .
married to Rosa Dreger,
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GROUPS OF
BTUDENTS- IN NORFOLK
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ment run-way coming up o the |

_{

IF. E. STEVENSON, OMAHA,|
| CONFERS WITH
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‘SISTERS OF ERNEST WIT- |

| MOTHER AND BROTHERS AND!



. |PRISONERS CALL SHERIFF!|
55 S 24 '

Before Committing .Sulcldc,’ wit- | |

GE |~ mer Writes Letter to Mother and | |
Wife's Sister Telling of His

% Plans b S
] ]
ind | . Neligh, Neb., Nov, 16=Special to
e The News: Ernest Witmer, 26,

-A
LCh. |

axfe
Flo
ovi-

bor

lay
(of

rid-
ap-
n&-
ive
fsi-

g0

. QUANTITY OF STRYCHNINE
IN NELIGH JAIL

grave, committed suiclde in his

here Inst night by
sirychnine.
According t{o Sheriff Sutton, oth-
or prisoners In the jail noticed
Witmer was acling gqueerly some

his office on the second floor ot

the bullding.

Although it was difficult for Wtb
mer to talk =t the time the sher.
iff reached him,”the slayver was
able to tell Sheriff Sutton that he
had taken strychnine, whichk bhe
had concealed in his clothing, A
physiclan was summoned, but “el-

futile.
Clothing s Gllrc‘h“

{o the Norfolk -police he -was
searched. Several times since be.
ing confined to the jail.ln Neligh,
the. siayer’s clothing has been

at thoss times.

er Witmer whilé he was in jail
Sheriff Sutton is of the opinion
_that the strychinine was not smug-

* Last Bandar Wit
hr his Y A
Pander. :
Yuurdl:r Witmer

er was visited
er and two

wrote two

4 lotters, which are now in the pos-
: u?;km of Shéritt Sutton. One Is

dressod to his mothur, snd the
er to his wife's sister. Both

-m s mnu!md the tn!oma!m-

that when th
{Witmer} “v

e

m

In one of tha
wrole,
my. wife”,  Another sald, “Some
one is calling for me now, aud 1
am going to my wife”,

forts fo save Wltmar! life were

When Witmer gave himséll up

searched, but no polson was fonud_
A strict watch had been kept ov-

gled to Witmer by relatives or
4 Triends,

who murdered his wife on Sept. 26 | §
and burled her body in a shaliow |

cell in the Antelope county jail| ]
swallowing |

{time between % and 10 o'clook, ! |
and symmoned the sheriff from !

i

mse .. ‘:lfW1th Poison

WIFE SLAYER SWALLOWS F

i quct Witmer’

Writes Note to Prisoners .

Besides the two letters to his
nmiother, Mrs. Fred Witmer of Pen-
der, and Miss Yiola Dreger of Nor-
falk, his sisterin-law, & scribbled
note was found In Wilmer's cell
addressad to his fellow prisoners.
1t read:

“Ploase . mall these two letters.
it 1 die please break the news (o
Hmher softly,

“P, 8.—Do¢ not open the Ieutrs
to rud

“Roys, go straight when you get
out.”

The letters to Mrs. Witmer and
Miss' Dregor were about ten pages
long. Sheriff Sutton mailled them
this morning.

County Attornay Rice announced
that thers would ha 10 coroner's
inquest,

County ther R. H. Rice had
not as yet flled a complaint against
Witmer, put had intended to do so
in & short time, A verdict of the
caroner’s jury rocommended that
Witmer be held on & charge of
murder in the first degree.

‘The hody is at the €, J, Barnum
undertaking establishment, await-

pateed; he iﬂ' thieit from the family.
“""W n drianesots 40d. Jowa: On ¥ry a1

*Something told me to kill:

lm:hkm Wimer
M

day; Oct. 26, ho voluntarily

‘himself up to the Noriolk pcrllee

to whomi ke made & full confes
sion of the murder,

i

et T rnmmumm
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river were driven 1o wf

WTHEES BY IS [
TAEN T PENOER

FUHER&L SEI’W'ICES Fﬂﬂ ﬂﬁﬂ- ﬂE!
FESSED SLAYER OF WIFE Al
WILL BE HELD THEHE :

Neligh, Neb., Nov. 17—Special to{* O
The News: The body of Ernestidesc
Witmer, who committed suicide In_ two
the Antelope county jail in this city  ter
Thursday night by taking = smali; Hild
quantity of strychnine, was taken ! the
to Pender in a funeral car from that | fin, |
place vesterday afternoon.,  Th M
mother of Witmer, two sisters &nd | 5%
& brother were also heregbut their |,
stay was of a short durition and | ..
} they accompanied the body to Pen. o
jder where funeral and burial ser-| _,
4 vices-will be held. alin
| 'This is the closing scene of what |,
is described as one of the most g,
fiendish crimes ever committed Injp,.
' thfl section of the state and the, "
i county officials, including the at- pom
torney and sherilf, are now at ease| . .
jafter nearly two weeks of a nerve- |,
{ wrecking suspenge, Sheriff Bulton ...,
especially had practically no reRt tha
either day or night for the reason . ...
 that hig family resides on the sec-| ..
{ond floor of the county jail bullding. | o o
jond he had vislons of attempted} ..
] ail delivery or of an effort by somo |,
i persong to take the hm into thelr | ™ uq
(fown hlﬂdﬁ *hi‘h

|Maytag Dealers In v

[
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